
 

 

WINGS AND WHEELS POSTPONED TO 2009 
 

By John Latour 

Wings & Wheels was canceled due 
to Hurricane Ike on September 
13th. 

The safety of people, airplanes & 
automobiles were main reasons for 
the cancellation. 

We had a plan for a weekend of 
aviation buffs, motorcycle aficiona-
dos and automobile enthusiasts at 
San Geronimo Airpark. The event 
would combine the beauty of clas-
sic & exotic automobiles. We were 
looking for the excitement of high 
performance motorcycles, ele-
gance of home-built and antique 
aircraft. The event was for raising 

awareness of Angel Flight's mis-
sion and purpose - providing free 
air transportation for patients to 
distant medical care. 

Unfortunately, Wings & Wheels 
was preempted by the hurricane. 
The event was canceled in a joint 
decision by EAA Chapter 35, San 
Antonio Alamo Area Corvette Club 
and San Geronimo Airpark Asso-
ciation. Safety of people, airplanes 
and automobiles superseded 2008 
Wings & Wheels. We made the 
right decision. Let us regroup for a 
bigger and better 2009 Wings & 
Wheels. 
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THE SILENT SHOP 

By Oscar Zuniga 

Ten years ago, I began construction of my M-19 
“Flying Squirrel”. I had been reading Sport Avia-
tion and spending my free evenings scrutinizing 
various sets of airplane plans that I had ordered, 
and finally figured I would never build my own 
airplane unless I actually went out to the garage 
and started making one piece or another. On the 
day that I started the Squirrel, the actual begin-
ning consisted of planing and ripping some 
rough Douglas fir planks into 3/4x3/4” strips that 
would eventually become the fuselage framing 
for my little airplane. I worked on it for a couple 
of hours on a Saturday afternoon using a 
buddy's planer and table saw and some clear, 
straight planks that I had gleaned from another 
buddy's pile of home-milled lumber (I lived in 
Oregon at the time and fir is everywhere). The 
neat stack of longerons and cross-members 
when I got finished didn't look much different 
than the stack of planks when I started. The dif-
ference was that a couple of rough planks had 
been converted to an inventory of smooth, 
straight, perfectly-dimensioned square sticks 
and there was a rather large and aromatic pile of 
sawdust and shavings in the yard next to my 
driveway. That smell, and the feel of smooth 
straight framing members in my hands, are what 
lit the fire for me and what still motivate me to 
finish my airplane ten years, three moves, and 
2500 miles later. 

The sticks became a frame, the frame received 
foam board infill, that assembly was glassed 
over to become a rigid and airworthy fuselage, 
and then a coat of primer really made it look like 
something. The fuselage grew legs, an engine 
appeared on the nose, a cowling covered the 
engine, and things popped up here and there on 
the assembly over time. Still, the thing that moti-
vated me was not the increasing complexity of 
the assembly but the underlying simplicity of the 

basic elements. I loved the neat geometric trian-
gulation of the framing members, the wonderful 
way the glue brought the sticks and gussets to-
gether to create a strong and beautiful structure, 
and there was always the smell and feel of the 
wood that formed the skeleton of my little bird. 
My workshop (my half of our 2-car garage) was 
my retreat, my studio, my window into a tiny 
manufacturing world where piles of parts and 
boxes of hardware would become engineered 
assemblies, structures, working mechanisms, 
and a machine that I would someday be able to 
fly in. 

One day, after the fuselage was complete and 
glassed but still sitting on the building table, I 
opened the garage door and climbed into the 
place where the pilot's seat would one day be. 
Looking out through the opening where the 
windshield would fit, it occurred to me that the 
attitude and view were very nearly what I might 
see in the landing configuration, looking out that 
very place one day in the future. Our street and 
my neighbor's house were in the view but it did-
n't matter... I looked beyond all that and saw 
imaginary runway numbers and a centerline 
stripe perfectly centered on my flare to an imagi-
nary landing and my airplane really began to 
take on life. But bear with me a bit longer and 
maybe you'll see where this story is going. 

Not long ago I went by our EAA Chapter 35 han-
gar. I rent a space in the hangar so I have ac-
cess to some of the tools and equipment and I 
was there to work on a piece of sheet metal. 
There sat my Flying Squirrel project, patiently 
waiting for me to continue my work on it. As I 
opened the big folding door and the bright  
(Continued on Page 5) 
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By John Latour 

MERLIN GT - Col. Ed (Wayne) Eades, USAF (RET.) 
donated his Merlin GT to EAA Chapter 35. The value 
is estimated at over $16,000. It is on sale for a 
$6,000 donation to Chapter 35. Rumors are a Merlin 
GT Club is eminent to buy, build and fly the perky 
two-place tail dagger kit aircraft. It answers the need 
for an off-airport bush-plane with a bit more roomy 
and rugged than the tiny aluminum-frame airplanes 
on the market. Plans are to start building the Merlin 
GT in EAA Chapter 35 hangar, move it to a San 
Geronimo Airpark hangar for completion and test fly 
it at Hondo Municipal Airport. (NOTE: Sale is tenta-
tively scheduled for October 2008 with donations go-
ing to EAA Chapter 35 hangar fund). 

EAA SPECIAL INVITATION TO EAA CHAPTER 
LEADERS ACADEMY   

We received a letter, ChapterGram or E-hotline and 
telephone call from EAA announcing the EAA Chap-
ter Leaders Academy. The dual purpose of the acad-
emy is to give chapter leaders and EAA staff oppor-
tunities to learn from one another and for chapter 
leaders to provide direct feedback to assist head-
quarters staff in better serving all chapters. More 
than 90 chapter leaders from throughout North 
America have attended the first three sessions and 
more Academy weekends are scheduled throughout 
the next year. 

The Academy begins on Friday evening with dinner 
and continues through mid-day on Sunday. Adding 
to the unique quality of the experience is staying in 
the Air Academy Lodge. This beautiful facility is the 
summer home for EAA Air Academy campers and 

the setting provides an excellent opportunity to get to 
know fellow chapter leaders. 

Once you arrive, EAA takes care of your meals, 
housing, activities and materials. There is no cost to 
you or the chapter to attend, aside for travel ex-
penses to Oshkosh. The weekend is designed to 
maximize your time and provide as much information 
as possible. Chapter 35 Directors and Chairpersons 
are encourage to consider attending. 

EAA is taking reservations for all future sessions. 
The current schedule is as follows: 

        October 10 - 12, 2008 

        January 23 - 25, 2009 

        February 27 - March 1, 2009 

        March 27 - 29, 2009 

        September 18 - 18, 2009 

        October 16 - 18, 2009 

For more information, or to reserve a spot, please 
send your contact information and your session pref-
erence to chapters@eaa.org. No more than two peo-
ple from a chapter may attend a session. 

The Academy weekends are designed to help you 
and our Chapter become as successful as possible. 
This is an investment of your time and effort. EAA 
will make sure that investment brings positive re-
ward. All of EAA headquarters look forward to serv-
ing you at one of the upcoming sessions. 

NOTE: To read more about the Leadership Academy 
and see a video featuring some of the past partici-
pants, visit www.eaa.org/news/2008/2008-04-
24_chapter_leaders.asp 

    EAA CHAPTER 35 LOYALTY 

    Meet with us on Saturday, October 11, for a lively 
evening of fun, food (by Bruce Harrison), friendship 
and flying. Improve your aviation and airplane knowl-
edge by investing your time and effort with us and 
John Behrendt's briefing . Our Chapter 35 number 
one priority is in supporting you and fellow members 
better. 
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NEWS CLIPS 

LONE STAR FLIGHT MUSEUM 

By John Latour 

All, 

I performed a site survey of the LSFM facilities on 
Monday, September 15. The damage from Ike is 
substantial. The hangars and HOF had 7-8 feet of 
water. The gift shop/lobby had 3-4 feet. It appears 
the surge compromised the entire SW side of both 
hangars. The entire contents of the gift shop are 
lost. Every exhibit in the HOF was destroyed. We 
may be able to save some artifacts, but not too 
many.  

 The airplanes received major water damage. 
Most remain in good shape physically. We need to 
get fresh water to flush the ACFT.  

Debris is everywhere inside the museum. We are 
working to secure the facility with a fence com-
pany. It will be a slow process to restore essen-
tials as all plumbing and electrical systems are 
inoperable. Roof is okay minus one skylight. Sec-
ond floor remains untouched.  

 All evacuated aircraft are ok.  

Photos are attached.  

More to come. Larry  

EAA HILL COUNTRY FLY-IN 

By John Latour 

EAA Hill Country Fly-In at Kerrville, October 
11, 2008 .  The EAA Hill Country "Old Style 
Grassroots Fly-In" is on October 11. The fly-in 
is hosted and organized by two chapters of 
the Experimental Aviation Association - EAA 
Chapter 747 of Kerrville and EAA Chapter 
1088 of Fredericksburg. The emphasis is on 
private pilots who build their own airplanes 
and want to get together with other pilots of 
common interest to compare notes, admire 
each others work, and renew old acquaintan-
ces. 

        * Admission Fee - Free 

        * Air Show - None 

        * Awards - None 

        * Food Vendors - None 

        * Exhibitions - Welcome for a donation to 
The Tony Bingelis Scholarship Fund 

        * Sponsors - Three major sponsors led 
by City of Kerrville 

        * Aviation Fuel - Available 

        * Parking - Available 

        * Fly Market - Small selling table rent for 
$20 donation; large table for $30 and trailer 
space for $35 

All benefits / donations are for the Tony 
Bingelis Scholarship Fund. (For more informa-
tion call 866-797-3407)  

The Tony Bingelis Scholarship Fund - Money 
is available to fund qualified young Texas resi-
dents into the aviation world. Applications are 
accepted for up to $2,000 in assistance. 
Please call 210 363-1282 for more informa-
tion. 

GENERAL MEETING OCTOBER 11TH 

By John Latour 

EAA Chapter 35 Meeting on October 11 - By 
popular demand, the EAA Chapter 35 meeting 
is at our chapter clubhouse, San Geronimo 
Airpark. Dinner by Bruce Harrison is at 5:30 
P.M. Our guest speaker is John Behrendt on 
his experience in building and flying airplanes.  

JULIUS JUNGE HEADS WEST 

By John Latour 

Julius Braun and Dee Mosher regret to inform us, 
our friend of aviation, Julius Junge passed away. 
Recently.  We will provide more information as it 
becomes available. 
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