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A HAZARDOUS TIN ANNIVERSARY

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY: N.
WARNER, D. BAKER, S. JONES,
U.S.AIR FORCE

RUNWAY 35 PUBLISHED BY
ED SEURER

By Dean Kennedy

[Dean's real-life stories are better
than any movie/novel/TV show—
Ginger Lark-Bauder]

While | was a freshman at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming the Army low-
ered the two year college require-
ment for the Aviation Cadet Pro-
gram to a high school diploma. |
had that and learned about the
change on December 15, 1942.
Forget classes, forget finals. |
caught a bus from Laramie to
Cheyenne and before the sun set
that evening over Fort Francis E.
Warren, | was an Army private.

The journey began that day and
that place from buck private to
"officer and gentleman" ending

May 23rd, 1944, Luke Field, Ari-

zona when a 19 year old proudly
pinned on pilot's wings and shiny
new second lieutenant’s bars.

A decade later, stationed at
Wright-Patterson AF Base in Ohio
an Air Show to demonstrate new
jet aircraft required extra parking
space and the old planes had to be
flown off the base. Due for some
cross country training this offered
several days and plenty of time to
fly to Oregon and back. The dis-
tance was adequate to accomplish
the training and the destination
gave a young lieutenant who rode
along an opportunity to visit his
parents. The destination might also
(Continued on Page 6)
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NOT SO GRAY EAGLE

By Steve Jones

By any account, it should have been a bumpy
ride, but at 2,500 feet we were floating through
the air without a care. It was a beautiful Tues-
day afternoon. The clouds were few, and way
above. The visibility was P6SM. You could see
Hondo from the western edge of Bexar County.
Joe trimmed the plane for 2300 RPM and about
85 knots and let loose of the reigns for a spell.
Like Comet the Wonder Horse, his Cessna
tracked straight and true.

Joe Killough, one of the newer members of
Chapter 35 would certainly qualify as a grey ea-
gle, were it not for the fact that he puts more
time in the air in his Cessna 150 than any other
pilot I know. And so it was, this hot still day in
May, when Joe decided it was time to leave his
hospitality suite in the capable hands of his
hanger mate and constant companion, Nina, the
watch dog.

Freda excused herself, and pedaled down
hanger row to cook dinner. That left Joe and me
in the hanger with Nina. “Wanna go?”, Joe
asked. “l sure would”, | responded.

Joe leveled off about 2,000 feet as we headed
south from San Geronimo, and after just a cou-
ple of minutes, we were directly over the Jones
house. | pointed it out to Joe. | was rather
proud of myself, seeing I'd had to pass over the
house five times in the past year to find it. I'm
finally developing an air picture of the surround-
ing county. Joe circled our home a couple of
times and exclaimed what a nice house it was.
Then he offered, “Want to see my place?” Off
we went. Their home is a little northeast of Pipe
Creek, where he and Diana live in a wonderful
ranchhouse, tucked into a forest that’s nestled
atop a cliff. It's a beautiful place to call home.

On the way, | took note of his plane. Niner eight
eight is a 1968 Cessna 150, with a plucky Conti-

nental 0-200, a few golf ball dimples ‘for speed
and long flight’, a well appointed panel, a Gar-
min 396 on the yoke, and an autofuel STC. It
has the most lovely red on white paint scheme
I've ever seen on a 150. It glows Joe makes
sure it stays in flying trim by taking it up almost
daily.

Joe keeps the most meticulous logs I've ever
seen He has cabinets filled with airframe and
pilot logs from years of flying ultralights and his
trusty Cessna. His plane is festooned with very
handy laminated ‘cheat sheets’, containing vital
airport information for every airfield in the local
area. I'm going to emulate Joe’s success and
do the same in ours. Heck, | may just reprint his
and laminate them for myself.

As the 40-minute flight drew to a close, Joe ex-
plained each stage in the approach and entry
into the pattern—this wasn’t an instructional
flight, but | picked up on a few things I'd missed
before, and | think my next approach will be bet-
ter for it.

Rolling out, we encountered Ron and B.J.
O’Dea, and Brian and June Goode, at the
Goode’s new Hooch and Hanger. Ron waved
us in to a convenient parking spot, so we
stopped to visit. Joe later dropped me off at the
Niswonger hanger, where Freda was ‘cooking’.

As Joe returned to his hanger, his neighbor
Steve noted that he left with a passenger, but
returned alone. “Did he jump?”

Later, in the twilight of the evening. it occurred to
me our world grew a little smaller today. Joe
and | paid a visit to one another’'s home in a
show of mutual respect. In spite of the distance,
we’re neighbors.

Electronic Edition

This newsletter is also available online and in color.
Visit: http://eaa35.org/ENL/Jun 08/Jun 08.pdf
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PRESIDENT'S COCKPIT

By John Latour

The Chapter 35 leadership honor the presence
of our EAA members, friend and relatives, Pro-
gram Speaker, Dell Toadt and Chef extraordi-
naire, Johnny Becker, at May 10 meeting. | want
to thank loyal EAA Chapter 35 members for
helping us make the May meeting a spectacular
event.

Dell Toedt was super with P-51 fighters flying
experience. . Dell’s story of his experience as a
pilot in the North American P-51 was fascinating.
The long-range single-seat fighter airplane be-
came one of the most successful and recog-
nized airplane. The Mustang captures for a mo-
ment, the experience of piloting a propeller
driven P-51 fighter airplane. Dell's episode of his
many engine-off, dead-stick landings got our at-
tention. His stories of meeting with a Cubin on
the most wanted list left us in awe. He flew air-
planes on secret missions resembling best sell-
ing movies. What about his story of walking
away from a malfunction parachute jump? This
is unbelievable!

Johnny Becker gave us a meal to remember.
We had the pleasure of sharing an exquisite
meal. Johnny’s top-notch steak dinner capped
off another exciting Chapter 35 meeting. Let us
acknowledge his contribution and hard work in
preparing for the May meeting.

San Geronimo Airpark local residents, Nancy
Mason and Dave Baker, saw a need to help
Johnny Becker organize dinner. Without asking,
they immediately jumped in to support monthly
spread. We recognize their leadership in the
name of Chapter 35 loyalty.

Dee Brame, Chapter 35 Treasurer, shares her
talent with the San Antonio Women Republican
Party as Treasurer. She asks Charlie to act as
assistant Treasurer in her absence for May
meeting. After parking his RV-6A for static dis-
play, he mimics a high roller, casino dealer while
collecting donations for the meal. We recognize
his support.

Members are asking questions about organizing

a 2009 Chapter 35 Fly-In at Hondo Municipal
Airport. Many are disappointed on recent deci-
sion to dissolve SWRFI, organize Texas Fly-In
and cancel 44th SWTFI/Texas Fly-In at Hondo.
The 2009 Chapter 35 Fly-In at Hondo Municipal
Airport is an agenda item for Board of Directors
luncheon noted below.

End of Second Quarter Board of Directors meet-
ing is tentatively schedule for 10 a.m., July 9,
Lackland Gateway Club. This is a first - ever
business — luncheon meeting at the Gateway
Club. Five agenda items are as follows: 2009
Chapter 35 Fly-In at Hondo Municipal Airport,
Chapter 35 Calendar for July — December 2008,
Treasurer Audit Committee for January — July
2008, Board of Director Review Committee -
2008 Performance & 2009 Class Il Directors,
Membership (Regular, Family, Honorary, Spe-
cial & Life), 2008 Christmas Party

Note: Lunch is a buffet with two choices of main
course, green salad, two vegetables, dessert &
drink. Please visit website,
www.lacklandservics.com, for additional infor-
mation.

Hondo City Man-
ager Robert
Herrera promoted
Tim Fousse to
City of Hondo
Public Works Di-
rector. Tim will
continuer duties
as Hondo Munici-
pal Airport man-
ager and assume
additional duties
of Public Works
Director.

Pedal Eagle Raf-
fle is on June 14.
We received do-
nations for one
thousand two
hundred fifty tick-
ets to date.
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NEWSCLIPS
BUILDER'S ACADEMY PHOTOS CHAPTER 35 CERTIFIED PUBLIC CHARITY
By Maarten Versteeg By Norris Warner

We have just received the coveted determination
letter from the IRS that certifies that we are a
“public charity,” rather than a private foundation.
Although our “tax-free” 501(c)3 status received in
2004 was not in doubt, there are many advan-
tages in being classified as a “public charity”.

I want to thank those kind and knowledgeable
folks who helped us to get to this level: Ms Patti
Arthur, Esq. (who is well-known in EAA circles as
an expert in the 501(c)3 world), John Killian, Esq.,
Paul Tillman, CPA, Pat Wegner, and of course,
the one person who did all of the accounting dig-
ging to flesh out our March final submission—my
wife Joanne.

The chapter is now precisely where we wanted to
be from a tax standpoint—we can purchase all
needed supplies and materials tax free, we pay no
county or school tax money on our facilities, and
we can continue to accept gifts to the chapter and
award letters of donation to those givers.

It has been a bit of a long road, and we have now
arrived at our chosen destination.

CONGRATULATIONS, EAA CHAPTER 35!

WINGS AND WHEELS

Bonanza fly-by during Wings and Wheels 2007 By John Latour

Mark your calendars. Don't
miss this event. Wings and
Wheels returns to San
Geronimo Airpark Saturday,
September 13th, 2008.

Benefiting Angel Flights, this
event brings together volunteer
pilots, EAA enthusiasts, Car
Connoisseurs, and Corvette
fanatics for an afternoon of ca-
maraderie, friendly concours-
style competition and food.
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BLUE SWIFT PAINTING

By David Baker, Artist

Blue Swift 30" x 40" oil on canvas
David Baker, 2008

Notes: The Swift was manufactured as a post
war 2 seater civilian aircraft with retractable
wheels and lines vaguely like a mustang, and
considered a bit of a sports car of aircraft of its
day ( late '40s early '50s). This particular one is
from a Club Fly-in of Swifts | saw up in Freder-
icksburg last fall. My father owned a Swift when
he graduated from College in the early '50s, but
later had to sell it to raise his family. Not an un-
usual story for young aircraft owners. | was inter-
ested in the above and below angle view of the
sunlit cockpit and shadowed wheel well and
wing edge. The shiny polished leading face of

the wing has worn and frayed a bit on the under-
side, as revealed by the irregular reflective edge,
showing its age.
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