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By Steve Jones 

We’re a little ashamed, 
Freda and I.  We stud-
ied builder’s logs for 
glass planes, for spam 
cans, and even some 
good old fashioned tube 
and fabric aircraft.  In 
the end, we bought our 
Zenith, already flying.  
Hardly experimental, in 
the traditional sense.  
But we knew in our 
heart that if we under-
took a project to build a plane, 
we’d never earn our wings, and 
we’d never fly it.  Sometimes, it 
pays to be humble. 

It wasn’t long before we got the 
urge to do something useful.   So 
our local A&P, Jake White, dis-
played the patience of Job, as he 
guided Freda and I through our 
first honest-to-goodness airplane 
project — a mount for our Lift Re-
maining Indicator probe. 

BUURRRRP!  Twenty or more A4 
rivets met their end as Freda 
learned how to buck them.  When 
Jake was convinced she had it, he 
turned the riveter over to me, 
pointed to our new part, and said, 
“Freda’s ready, and since buck-
ing's the skilled part of the job, ya’ll 
are ready.”  He was right.  We 
pounded out eight rivets in short 
order, and had our mount.  Thanks 
to Jake and Caroline for their hos-

pitality, and to Gary 
Krysztopik for digging 
into his fittings bin for 
those barbs.  If 
YOU’RE looking to 
pound some rivets, 
check out the Chap-
ter hanger.  Give Bob 
Severance or John 
Kuhfahl a call, or stop 
by some Saturday.  
Bob’s often working 
in the hanger. 
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Cougar Four Golf Alpha you 
are clear for the option 



 

 

 

HOMEBUILDING WITH A CAPITOL ‘P’ 

By Oscar Zuniga 

After you've come home from a fly-in and you've 
seen the airplane of your dreams, maybe taken 
a ride in one, maybe gotten a brochure or a set 
of plans, or -for a giant head start- bought a par-
tially-finished project, you take the plunge and 
start on a homebuilt airplane.  You think about 
the airplane day and night.  You go to sleep at 
night figuring out one detail or another, you pore 
through the Wicks and Aircraft Spruce catalogs, 
you can't wait for your Sport Aviation to hit the 
mailbox because every article and every photo-
graph has a new idea that you might be able to 
try out on your project.  You're now fully en-
gaged in experimental aviation! 

Months pass.  Parts are slowly fabricated, UPS 
delivers boxes and packages of AN hardware to 
your house and you have become so familiar 
with the design details of your airplane that you 
can work for several weekends in a row without 
referring to the plans or manual. 

Then the holidays arrive, so does winter.  It's 
been a couple of weeks since you've worked on 
the airplane or looked at the plans... too many 
other things to do, and it's too darned cold in the 
shop to work on it. 

 Subassemblies and parts, hardware and ca-
bles, instruments and materials are in UPS 
boxes, in your shop, and now dust covers them 
and maybe they're buried by other things now. 
 The project drags on, but every now and then 
you think about just how you will taxi out onto 
the runway centerline when the time for first 
flight comes, and how the engine will respond to 
the throttle as you listen and feel for every nu-
ance, every sound that your airplane and engine 
make as you begin the rollout.  Yes, you'd love 
to get back to it but there is so much to do yet, 
and you haven't worked on the airplane for so 
long.  The dream is still there, but you need the 

capital P: Persistence. 

My Pietenpol was two years in rebuilding and 
repairs.  Weekend after weekend, over a hun-
dred of them, I'd go out to the hangar and spend 
a few hours working on the airplane.  I'd see the 
same friendly faces going slowly by, looking to 
see if I'd made any progress.  I'd watch the 
same lucky pilots lifting off the runway beside 
the hangar, headed out somewhere that I could-
n't go until I finished my own airplane.  I'd take 
out the tools, work a couple of hours, and put 
the tools away and close the hangar doors. 
Weekend after weekend, month after month, 
season after season.  Pretty soon, the enjoy-
ment was in working on the airplane and being 
at the airport as much as it was in thinking about 
the faraway dream of actually flying, so my work 
sessions were fun and enjoyable in and of them-
selves, but still the sight and sound of an air-
plane taking off would send me out of the han-
gar to watch as an airplane would lift off and 
wonder at the feeling of watching from the cock-
pit as the ground melted away below the wheels. 

(continued on page 7) 
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Debbie Cherry the day 
before her birthday 

By Norris Warner 
Like Cooler Weather?  So Does SWRFI! 

The Executive Committee of SWRFI (The 
EAA Texas Fly-In) has voted to move the 
event to cooler days for 2008 and into the fu-
ture.  Plan on October 10th and 11th, 2008 
(a Friday and Saturday) for our big event.  We 
should have no conflicts with holidays, 
graduations, or other airplane events, and it 
should bring us into much more favorable 
weather. O,K.—now put this on your calendar! 
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PRESIDENT’S COCKPIT 
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By Roch LaRocca     

I just returned from Oshkosh and 
have been reminded that general 
aviation and homebuilding is alive 
and well in the US and around the 
world.  I had the pleasure of taking 
our USAF T-1 Jayhawk trainer to 
the show for a static display on 
Wednesday.  It was great to talk to 
people from all over the world that 
came to the US for the show.  My 
greatest thrill was to get to be a 
spectator on Tuesday and just walk 
the grounds and hangars to see the 
thousands of aircraft of every shape 
and configuration imaginable.  I got 
to see 2 Eracer aircraft like the one I am building 
and get some tips on different construction solu-
tions.  I attended the Presidents reception on 
Wednesday night and shared with other chapter 
presidents.  I was reminded how fortunate we 
are to have the dedi-
cated people and out-
standing facilities that 
Chapter 35 can boast 
of.  I was not able to se-
cure a reservation to the 
Young Eagle Award din-
ner later that night so 
unfortunately I was un-
able to see Brad Dop-
pelt receive the 2007 
Young Eagle Director of 
the Year Award.  We appreciate Brad and his 
family for all they do for the chapter as well as 
the young people of the region. 

The beginning of July was frustrating to me be-
cause I could not make the hangar dedication.  I 
know there were many others out on vacations 
and such but I would really want to thank all of 
you that stepped up to help John Latour and 
make the dedication a special day.  The hangar 
is a testament to the long tradition of excellence 
that I see in the members of Chapter 35.  I’m 
honored to serve you as the president.   

August will be a regular meeting with the meal 
being sponsored by our own Hubert Schwarzer 
and the presentation will be given by Charlie 
Brame who is at this time test flying his home-

built RV project.  John Latour 
will again be running the show 
because I have to take my 
oldest daughter to Arkansas 
for her first year of college.  
Please give him all the help 
you give me.  I’m really sorry I 
keep missing but I guess after 
over a year and a half of mak-
ing it, I was due for a fall. 

As we move into the second 
half of 2007, I can’t help but be really excited 
about our calendar.  I look forward to the Chap-
ter work day in September, the “Wings and 
Wheels” Fly-In in October, the Chili cook-off in 
November, and the Christmas party to end the 
year.  We still have a long way to go and we 
also need to continue to concentrate on ways to 
keep raising money to pay off our hangar.  So 
keep those ideas coming! 

We will plan on the next official board meeting 
during on the work day in September.  If you 
have any comments or questions, Please call or 
email me anytime.   —  Fly Safe 
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STEVE JONES’ EAA TEXAS FLY-IN 2007 PHOTOS 
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